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Dr. Patricia Nolan, Director 
Colorado Department of Health 
4210 East 1 lth Street 
Denver, CO 80220 

i. ? i. 

Dear Dr. Nolan: 

The purpose of this letter is to apprise you of outstanding compliance issues surrounding the 
generation of certain mixed wastes at the Rocky Flats Plant We are currently discussing 
resolution of these issues with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Region VIII, 
and ask that your agency support us in seeking resolution. We have notified EPA by letter 
(enclosed) that Rocky Flats will not operate in knohing noncompliance with the LDR provisions 
of RCRA, and that our efforts to remain in compliance could force partial plant shutdown, with 
resultant layoffs. It is therefore essential to our ongoing operations at Rocky Flats, including vital 
waste management operations, that these issues be resolved before May 8, 1992. 

In an April 28, 1992, letter to EPA (also enclosed), we apprised them that certain wastes ("Thirds" 
mixed wastes) that are subject t0 the land disposal resmsction (LDR) provisions of the Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCR4) would continue to be placed into storage at the Rocky 
Flats Plant after the May 8, 1992, date upon which these wastes would become prohibited. We 
also informed EPA that Rocky Flats would not have in place facilities to treat these wastes as of 
that date, and so could be in noncompliance with the LDR provisions of RCRA. To overcome this 
problem, we suggested two means by which these wastes could be incorporated into the standing 
LDR Federal Facility Compliance Agreement (FFCA) between EPA and ourselves. We believe 
that our efforts to address Thirds wastes in our ongoing waste management p r o e m  demonsnates 
our good faith in attempting to deal with these waste forms. 

If this matter cannot be resolved by May 8, 1992, preferably by incorporating Thirds wastes into 
the standing FFCA, we will be forced to discontinue those operations that might generate these 
wastes. This will result in a shutdown of numerous operations plantwide. Our operating 
contractor, EGgiG Rocky Flats, is currently preparing a shutdown plan to address this eventuality. 
We anticipate that this plan will among other items call for the cessation of ongoing waste ueament 
activities on plantsite, and possibly ongoing remedial activities. Please note that no shutdown 
activity will be allowed to compromise the health and safety of the public or RFP employees. We 
also anticipate that we will be forced to temporarily lay off a substantial portion of our work force 
after May 8, 1992, until this matter can be resolved- 

It is essential that this matter be resolved quickly. We sincerely believe that aniving at such a 
resolution is in  the ultimate best interest of all parties involved, and we ask your support in OUT 
attempts to settle these issues with EPA. 

Sincerely, e- 
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h Manager 



cc w/o Enclosure: 
J. Sowinski, CDH 
T. McCall, Jr., EPA, HQ 
3. Scherer, EPA 
M. Hestmark, EPA 
J. McGraw, EPA 
D. Miller, CO Attorney General's Office 

E. Livingston, EM-1 
G. Patton, EM-2 
J. Lythe, EM-30 

L. Stevens, EM-331 
D. Louison, CP-30 
D. Ruge, GC-11 
M. Stone, EH-221 
J. Hartman, AMEM, RFO 
T. Lukow, WMED, RFO 
J. Rampe, WPB, RFO 
M. Roy, OCC, FSO 
J. Kersh, EGBrG 
G. McKenna, EG&G 

L. Duffy, EM-1 

P. Bubx,  EM-323 


